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What is solar-thermal energy storage (STES)?

Among various technologies of solar energy utilization,solar-thermal energy storage (STES) technologies are
widely studied to counter the mismatch between supply and energy demand as solar energy is intermittent and
weather-dependent 5,6,7.

What are the latest advances in thermal energy storage systems?

This review highlights the latest advancements in thermal energy storage systems for renewable
energy,examining key technological breakthroughs in phase change materials (PCMs),sensible thermal
storage,and hybrid storage systems. Practical applications in managing solar and wind energy in residential
and industrial settings are analyzed.

Why do solar collectors need athermal energy storage system?
Because of the unstable and intermittent nature of solar energy availability,a thermal energy storage system is
required to integrate with the collectors to store thermal energy and retrieve it whenever it is required.

What is solar-thermal storage with phase-change material (PCM)?

Nature Communications 14, Article number: 3456 (2023) Cite this article Solar-thermal storage with
phase-change material (PCM) plays an important role in solar energy utilization. However, most PCMs own
low thermal conductivity which restricts the therma charging rate in bulk samples and leads to low
solar-thermal conversion efficiency.

What is athermal energy storage system (PCM)?

In thermal energy storage systems,PCMs are essential for storing energy during high renewable energy
generation periods,such as solar and wind. This energy storage capability allows for more efficient supply and
demand management,enhancing grid stability and supporting the integration of renewable energy sources.

Why isthermal energy storage important?
Thermal energy storage is crucial for the transition to renewable energy systems because it stores excess
energy generated by intermittent sourcessuch as solar and wind [1,2,3].

Among renewable heat sources [14], solar energy stands out as an optimal candidate for SOECs due to its
compatibility with the high operating temperatures required.Hybrid systems leveraging solar energy have been
proposed, showcasing innovative integration methods. For example, Xia et a. [15] proposed a novel
solar-driven high-temperature co-electrolysis system, which ...

(d) The COSGTs with high thermal energy storage capacity and high solar absorbing ability is utilized for
solar-thermal power generation and personal thermal management. (€) The energy flow diagram of solar
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energy harvesting towards the thermal management and passive illumination in a building.

The solar energy storage through photoisomerization of azobenzene compounds has been investigated for
more than 30 years. In 1983, Olmsted et a. studied the photochemical conversion and storage potential of
azobenzene compounds [51].Y oshida in 1985, Brun et al. in 1991, and Dubonosov et a. in 2002 summarized
the checklist of molecular propertiesand ...

Solar energy increases its popularity in many fields, from buildings, food productions to power plants and
other industries, due to the clean and renewable properties. To eliminate its intermittence feature, thermal
energy storage is vital for efficient and stable operation of solar energy utilization systems. It is an effective
way of decoupling the energy demand and ...
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Efficient solar energy harvesting offers great potential for a global energy utilization beyond conventional
fossil energy. However, current solar thermal approaches depend on sole molecular solar thermal energy
storage (MOST) or photothermal materials (PTMs) by the rigid devices, leading to incomplete solar spectrum
utilization and impossible wearability.

In the current era, national and international energy strategies are increasingly focused on promoting the
adoption of clean and sustainable energy sources. In this perspective, thermal energy storage (TES) is essential
in developing sustainable energy systems. Researchers examined thermochemical heat storage because of its
benefits over sensible and latent heat ...
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